
outside the classroom to hear the 
teacher’s lesson.  He became a commu-
nity leader and his family enterprises are 
successful in Thailand today.  
  
Vis began teaching at Humboldt State 
University in 1969 and retired in 1997. 
While in his profession he worked with 
numbers, in his retirement, Vis has read 

seven volumes of 
Chinese history – in 
Chinese. He was 
born in Thailand 
and attended board-
ing school in Ma-
laysia. Vis’ family 
spoke Chinese at 
home and he also 
learned to speak 
French and English. 
 
Libraries have al-
ways been an im-
portant part of Vis’s 
life.  He and his 
wife, Sally Upatis-
ringa, have advo-
cated tirelessly for 
education and to 
ensure access to 
libraries.   

  
 

The Helen Everett Award was estab-
lished to recognize individuals or organi-
zations whose contribution improves the 
quality of public library services in Hum-
boldt County. Vis is the tenth recipient. 
He will be honored at the HLF Annual 
Holiday Gala which will be held Mon-
day, December 8, 2008, at Baywood Golf 
& Country Club.  For more information 
please contact HLF at 269-1991. 

The Humboldt Library Foundation has 
selected Professor Vis Upatisringa of 
Eureka to receive this year’s Helen 
Everett Award.  Mr. Upatisringa is a re-
tired professor of Mathematics from 
Humboldt State University and has been 
a generous supporter of the Humboldt 
County Public Library for many years.   
 
Vis established the first 
endowment fund at HLF 
with a gift of 1,000 
shares of stock.  He es-
tablished the fund to rec-
ognize the library fund-
raising efforts of his wife 
Sally and HLF co-
founder Elizabeth Mur-
guia.  Vis was motivated 
to inspire others to give 
and to help build an en-
dowment for long-term 
support of the public li-
brary.   
 
“Vis Upatisringa’s sup-
port for education and its 
ability to transform the 
individual inspired many 
students throughout his 
career and helped launch 
the Humboldt Library Foundation.  We 
are indebted to his persistence and enthu-
siasm for learning,” said HLF President, 
Elizabeth Murguia. 
  
Vis established a second fund, the Hun 
Kwan Goh Memorial Book Fund, which 
honors the memory of his father.  Every 
year, income from the endowment is 
used to build the library’s collection on 
Thailand and China.  Hun Kwan Goh 
was a self-educated man who could not 
afford to attend school but would stand 

 
 
� �� �����	
�	 �
�

 ��� ���� ��� �� �
 
����� ��� �� �� ���
 �
�

V OLUME  9 ,  ISSUE 1 
FALL  2008 

HLF News 
� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � 
 � � 	

President’s Column 2 

County Librarian 2 

Local Author 3 

Library Branches 4 

Rio Dell Branch 5 

GALA 6 

  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 �

Professor Vis Upatisringa 
2008 Helen Everett Award Recipient 

“Vis Upatisringa’s support 

for education and its 

ability to transform the 

individual inspired many 

students throughout his 

career and helped launch 
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Foundation.” 
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vist.  Both received grants to attend this conference as 
participants.  On Sunday Kristin Freeman, Leslie Jack-
son and I presented a one-hour workshop entitled “No 
Cookie Cutter Use Here: A California County Library/
Tribal Library Collaboration.”  This was in honor of the 
Kim Yerton Memorial Library’s nomination as one of 
the top five libraries in the United States in 2007, and it 
was also in recognition of the unique cooperative rela-
tionship developed over many decades between the 
Hoopa Valley Tribal Council and Humboldt County to 
provide library services to those living in the Hoopa Val-
ley area. 
             On September 16, I was at the Kim Yerton Me-
morial Library to oversee the installation of new wireless 
service to the branch library.  The Hoopa Valley Tribal 
Council agreed to work with Velocity Technology to 
install and maintain wireless service to the branch loca-
tion for one year. On September 24, this service became 
active and was being used by community residents.   
               As a final note, on October 7, the Board of Su-
pervisors adopted a proclamation to recognize the 
Friends of the Library Week during October 19th to 25th. 

   During the month of Sep-
tember the County Library 
met a couple of deadlines.  
We completed the $10,000 
Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Service grant that was 
awarded to the Humboldt 
County Library’s Kim Yer-
ton Memorial Branch library 
in the Hoopa Valley in 2007.   
Secondly, the annual California Library Statistics report 
was submitted.  The compiling of this report is a group 
effort every year. 
               In mid September I attended the annual Asso-
ciation for Rural and Small Libraries (ARSL) national 
conference this year held in Sacramento, California. 
Ronda Wittenberg, division manager of circulation ser-
vices and Lin Landry, division manager of extensions 
services received grants from the Rural Library Initiative 
to attend.  Also in attendance this year were Kristin 
Freeman, branch manager of the Kim Yerton Memorial 
Library, and Leslie Jackson, Hoopa Valley Tribal Archi-

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK by Elizabeth Murguia 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIBRARY SERVICES  By Victor Zazueta 

Victor Zazueta 
                    Photo by Ana Jordan 

Elizabeth Murguia, HLF 
President 
Photo by  

Book Your Future 
     My son Adam attended his 
20th class reunion this summer, 
which triggered a reconnection 
for me with one of his high 
school classmates.  In 1988, she 
was a very bright and thoughtful 
young woman.  And she is very 
accomplished now -- a mother 
of two and a senior research sci-
entist in chemistry.  Following 
the reunion, Kerry sent me a 

note to share a story and thank me for providing a bit of 
inspiration on her educational journey.  Many years ago 
we had some lively conversations and I had given her a 
small gift, a coffee mug to take along on her jour-
ney.  She carried the mug to college, to grad school and 
through post-doctoral work.  She wrote that no matter the 
time of night or how the cold winter, when she’d reach 
for that mug it never failed to connect her back to the 
place she loved, to the trees and the fog, to friendship 
and to the future.    
     You see the mug was emblazoned with the moniker, 
Book Your Future – Humboldt County Library.   
     Our library inspires many journeys – for students, 
young parents, a toddler’s first story hour, for the history 

buff or the life-long learner.  We sold those mugs to 
help build the Main Library in Eureka.  This year’s 
Helen Everett honoree was a strong supporter of that 
project.  Vis Upatisringa, a life-long learner, whose 
own education is an inspiration, traveled to Humboldt 
County via Thailand and Malaysia and Oregon State 
University.  Vis is the master of many languages and 
brings to our discourse the wisdom of other cultures. 
He is persistent, generates many ideas and prodded me 
and his wife Sally on many occasions during the Book 
Your Future library campaign.   
      Vis’ journey inspires, as does Kerry’s.  The library 
offers up the wisdom of the ages, it satisfies your curi-
osity, it inspires and informs.  Join us this year to honor 
Vis and make sure others will ‘book their future’ at the 
Humboldt County Library.   
 

  

Elizabeth Murguia 

"The greatest gift is the passion for reading. It is 
cheap, it consoles, it distracts, it excites, it gives you 
knowledge of the world and experience 
of a wide kind.  It is a moral illumination."  
                                 Elizabeth Hardwick, author   



Jane Stein Book Corner  
Dedication  June 14, 2008 

 
LOCAL  AUTHOR’S CORNER — BARBARA KERLEY 

     Friends of the McKinleyville  
Library president Barbara Kelly 
spends her days surrounded by 
books—some of which, she has writ-
ten herself. The award-winning au-
thor writes children’s books under 
her maiden name, Barbara Kerley. 
Her latest title is What To Do About 
Alice?: How Alice Roosevelt Broke 
the Rules, Charmed the World, and 
Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy! 

      The picture book biography, illustrated by Edwin Foth-
eringham, introduces Alice Roosevelt and her zest for life, 
which she called “eating up the world.” Her hijinks exasper-
ated her famous father, President Theodore Roosevelt. At a 
time when young ladies were expected to behave, Alice 
joined an all-boys club and rode her bicycle down the steep 
hills of Washington, D.C., steering with her feet on the han-
dlebars. She startled White House visitors with her pet 
snake, Emily Spinach, and filched tin trays from the White 
House pantry so that she and her siblings could sled down 
the White House steps.  
     As Alice got older—racing around Washington, D.C. in 
her little red car or staying out dancing until three in the 
morning—her hijinks often landed her in the newspaper, 
much to her father’s chagrin. He exclaimed, “I can be presi-
dent of the United States, or I can control Alice. I cannot 
possibly do both.” Still, while Alice often drove her father 
crazy, he was also crazy about her, and admired her spunk. 
     The book was named a Boston Globe-Horn Book Honor 
Book and has received starred reviews from Publishers 
Weekly, Horn Book, Kirkus, School Library Journal, and 
Booklist. 

 

At the moment that we persuade a child, 

any child, to cross that threshold, that 

magic threshold into a library, we 

change their lives forever, for the better. 

 

 --Barack Obama 



 
You can “Open the World” to knowledge, adven-
ture and enjoyment when you contribute to the 
Humboldt Library Foundation. 
 

I would like to make a Cash Donation of  $____________,  
                                           or a Pledge of $_____________ 
 
Name__________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________  
 
Phone:_______________  Email:___________________________ 
 
.Memorial  ____  Honor ___  Is this gift anonymous?  Yes___  No___ 
 
Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Person to Notify____________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________ 
 
Credit Card:  Visa ___ Mastercard  ___ 
Card #_______________________________  Exp. Date:_________. 
 
Please complete and return this page, together with your check to: 

Humboldt Library Foundation 
P.O. Box 440, Eureka, CA 95502   
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2008 GALA SPONSORS 
(a partial listing…) 

Corsetti & Noyes 
Ameriprise Financial 
Howard Stauffer 
Traphagen Design 
Advanced Security 
Stan & Judy Dixon 
Congressman Mike Thompson 
Redwood Capital Bank 
Judy Edson 
George Peterson Insurance 
Ed Olsgard & Michele McKeegan 
Neal & Kelly Sanders 
Ann Pierson 
Bill & Grace Greenwood 
Dale & Jeannemarie Warmuth 
Green Diamond 

Humboldt Creamery 
North Valley Bank 
Sandra Corcoran 
John & Mina Aryanpur 
St. Joseph Hospital 
George & Peggy Schmidbauer 
Sally Tanner & Pat Hofstetter 
Blue Lake Casino 
 

Giving is Just a Click Away  — Giving to HLF is now easier than ever.  The “Donate” op-
tion on the HLF website (humboldtlibraryfoundation.org) accepts donations with just a click of the button.  
The amount you specify is charged to your credit card and you will receive a receipt by email.  There is 
also a box titled “Purpose”— you can tell us if you would like to honor or remember someone,  purchase 
Gala tickets or donate to a particular fund of the HLF.  Check it out! 
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Rio Dell Library — Improvements make big difference by Jeanine Lancaster 

The Rio Dell Library is experiencing a renaissance 
of improvements—the library facility, the open hours, 
and services to patrons have all been enhanced in the 
past six months.  The building was remodeled last spring 
thanks to the generosity of a local foundation and the 
fine work of several local contractors.  The library is 
housed in a former home and still retains the kitchen 
sink and cabinets.  Their removal made space for more 
bookshelves and the kitchen linoleum was replaced with 
oak flooring.  The existing red oak flooring in the rest of 
the library was refinished and walls painted for the first 
time in more than twenty years.  The new walls are a 
cheerful cream color, the refinished floor is stunningly 
beautiful, and the entire library is welcoming and invit-
ing.  

The building improvements and new hours have 
made it possible to offer special events for library pa-
trons.  Community volunteers lead “Share a Story” pro-
grams for children on the first and third Wednesdays of 
each month, September through June.  Each program 
features a brief video, a story and related craft activity. It 
is sponsored by KEET TV and First 5 Humboldt.  The 
programs are offered in English on the first Wednesday 
of the month and in Spanish on the third Wednesday.  
Story time takes place in the comfortable new reading 
room formerly the kitchen 

 This fall the Rio Dell Library has also hosted a se-
ries of programs for adults entitled “Bringing Art to 
Life.”  The conversations with local artists and crafts-
people featured Jennifer Mackey, textile artist, in Sep-

tember; Jim Groeling, designer/builder, spoke in Octo-
ber.  The final program, on Wednesday, November 12th, 
will feature stained glass artists Debra Garnes and Eliza-
beth Warren.  These programs offer fascinating stories, 
stimulating discussion, and fun for all. 
      Other improvements include Wi-Fi access provided 
by the City of Rio Dell and Humboldt Access Project as 
well as a new shelf of books and videos for sale by the 
Friends of the Rio Dell Library.  Every little improve-
ment makes a big difference in a small library.  This year 
in Rio Dell multiple enhancements are drawing in more 
patrons and offering them a richer library experience.  
Come down to the Rio Dell Library and see for yourself! 

Before After 

Photos by John Lane 

FOR CHILDREN &  FAMILIES  
Eureka Main Branch, 1313 Third Street, Eureka 
 
WordGirl Visits the North Coast~ 
Saturday November  8  from 12-3 p.m. 
A project of KEET-TV and First 5 Humboldt
——————————————————————— 
Toddler Storytime 
Saturday at 11:00 a.m. 
November 22  —  Make Way for Turkeys 
December 13  — Hurray for the Holidays  
——————————————————————— 
Share a Story 
6:30 p.m. �
November 15th    —  Growing Vegetable Soup 
December 3rd             —  penguins on Parade  
 
Sponsored by First 5 Humboldt 

Family Literacy Night 
Featuring Ross Mackinney – Storyteller and Juggler 
Wednesday November 16 at 6:30 p.m.  
Each child in attendance will receive a free book 
Sponsored by Humboldt Literacy Project and the Eureka Li-
brary.  
—————————————————————— 
Pajama Story Hour 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 
November 12th       Apples and Pumpkins 
December 10th      On the Holiday Express 
——————————————————————— 
 

FOR ADULTS 

Historical Society Lecture Series 
The first Saturday of the month, 1:30PM 

November 1:  Aldaron Laird   
Eel River and Humboldt Bay 
 
December 6:  Jerry Rohde 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE MAIN LIBARRY? 



Humboldt Library Foundation 
PO Box 440 
Eureka CA 95502 
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HLF BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS   

 

Officers 
Elizabeth Murguia 
President 
Marge Custis 
Vice-President 
Sara Traphagen 
Secretary 
Susan O’Connor 
Treasurer 
 

Directors 
Gerry Davis 
Nancy Frost 
Peter LaVallee 
Leslie Lollich 
Sid Noyes 
Kelly Sanders 
Robert Taborski 
 

Directors Emeriti 
Bonnie Neely 
Sally Upatisringa 
Janie Walsh 
Mid Westfall 
 

Ex Officio 
Victor Zazueta 
Humboldt County Library 
Connie Johnson 
Friends of the Redwood 
Library 
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